Christ
is
Risen
A Service of the Word in
Easter
We say together the words printed in bold

Greeting
The minister greets the people and says:
Alleluia. Christ is risen.
All He is risen indeed. Alleluia.
Praise the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ.
All He has given us new life and hope.
He has raised Jesus from the dead.
Alleluia. Christ is risen.
All He is risen indeed. Alleluia.

Opening Prayer
All Faithful one, whose word is life:
come with saving power
to free our praise,
inspire our prayer
and shape our lives
for the kingdom of your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

We sing:
Come People of the Risen King,

Rejoice, Rejoice!
Let every tongue rejoice!
One heart, one voice;
O Church of Christ, rejoice!
Come, those whose joy is morning sun,
And those weeping through the night;
Come, those who tell of battles won,
And those struggling in the fight.
For His perfect love will never change,
And His mercies never cease,
But follow us through all our days
With the certain hope of peace.
Come, young and old from every land Men and women of the faith;
Come, those with full or empty hands Find the riches of His grace.
Over all the world, His people sing Shore to shore we hear them call
The Truth that cries through every age:
“Our God is all in all!”
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Prayers of Penitence
Jesus Christ, risen Master and triumphant Lord,
we come to you in sorrow for our sins,
and confess to you our weakness and unbelief.
We have lived by our own strength,
and not by the power of your resurrection.
In your mercy, forgive us.
All Lord, hear us and help us.
We have lived by the light of our own eyes,
as faithless and not believing.
In your mercy, forgive us.
All Lord, hear us and help us.

Who delight to bring Him praise;
Come all and tune your hearts to sing

We have lived for this world alone,

To the Morning Star of grace.

and doubted our home in heaven.

From the shifting shadows of the earth
We will lift our eyes to Him,
Where steady arms of mercy reach
To gather children in.

In your mercy, forgive us.
All Lord, hear us and help us.

May the God of love and power

Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise

forgive us and free us from our sins,

within thy house forever

heal and strengthen us by his Spirit,
and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord.
All Amen.

The Collect

Affirmation of Faith

Risen Christ,
faithful shepherd of your Father’s sheep:
teach us to hear your voice
and to follow your command,
that all your people may be gathered into one flock,
to the glory of God the Father.
All Amen.

Readings:

Sermon – Revd. Liz Carrington

Let us declare our faith
in the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.
All Christ died for our sins
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he was buried;
he was raised to life on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures;

Acts 4:5-12
John 10:11-18

Read by Mike Tyler

We sing:
The King of love my shepherd is,

afterwards he appeared to his followers,
and to all the apostles:
this we have received,
and this we believe.
Amen.

whose goodness faileth never.

Prayers of Intercession

I nothing lack if I am his,

Led by Dan Grayson

and he is mine forever.

This response may be used
Jesus, Lord of life:

Where streams of living water flow,

All in your mercy, hear us.

my ransomed soul he leadeth;
and where the verdant pastures grow,
with food celestial feedeth.
Perverse and foolish, oft I strayed,
but yet in love he sought me;
and on his shoulder gently laid,
and home, rejoicing, brought me.
In death's dark vale I fear no ill,
with thee, dear Lord, beside me;
thy rod and staff my comfort still,
thy cross before to guide me.
Thou spreadst a table in my sight;
thy unction grace bestoweth;
and oh, what transport of delight
from thy pure chalice floweth!
And so through all the length of days,
thy goodness faileth never;

The Lord’s Prayer
Gathering our prayers and praise into one,
let us pray as our Saviour taught us
All Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.

Going out to serve God
We sing:

May God the Son,
who in bursting forth from the grave has won a

How sweet the name of Jesus sounds

glorious victory,

in a believer's ear!

give us joy as we share the Easter faith.

It soothes his sorrows, heals his wounds,
and drives away his fear.

May God the Holy Spirit,

It makes the wounded spirit whole,

whom the risen Lord breathed into his disciples,

and calms the troubled breast;

empower us and fill us will Christ’s peace.

'tis manna to the hungry soul,
and to the weary rest.

And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit, be amongst us and remain with us

Dear Name! the rock on which I build,

always. Amen.

my shield and hiding place,
my never-failing treasury filled
with boundless stores of grace;
Jesus, my Shepherd, Brother, Friend,
my Prophet, Priest, and King,
my Lord, my Life, my Way, my End,
accept the praise I bring.
Weak is the effort of my heart,
and cold my warmest thought;
but when I see Thee as Thou art,
I'll praise thee as I ought.
'Til then I would thy love proclaim
with every fleeting breath;
and may the music of Thy name
refresh my soul in death.

Praise
Alleluia. Christ is risen.
All He is risen indeed. Alleluia.
Praise the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
All He has given us new life and hope.
He has raised Jesus from the dead.
God has claimed us as his own.
All He has brought us out of darkness.
He has made us light to the world.
Alleluia. Christ is risen.
All He is risen indeed. Alleluia.
May God the Father,
by whose love Christ was raised from the dead,
open to us who believe the gates of everlasting life.
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